
/ 

112 STAT. 3696 CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS—OCT. 2 1 , 1998 

Jersey, with the help of 4 men who took a guard and prison 
van driver hostage; 

Whereas after escaping prison, Ms. Chesimard fled to Cuba for 
political asylum; 

Whereas the Federal Bureau of Investigation lists 77 felony 
fugitives known to have been granted safe haven by the Cuban 
Government, including Robert Vesco, Frank Terpil, and Victor 
Gerena, wanted for, or convicted of, violent crimes, including 
murder, robbery, kidnapping, air piracy, and terrorism; 

Whereas these individuals have been indicted or convicted of 
criminal offenses in the United States and have not paid their 
debt to society; 

Whereas people in New Jersey were shocked and outraged to see 
television interviews showing Ms. Chesimard living freely in 
Cuba, portraying herself as the victim and denjdng any crimes 
against Trooper Foerster; 

Whereas the Governor of New Jersey, Christine Whitman, has 
requested Federal assistance from Attorney General Janet Reno 
for the return of Ms. Chesimard; and 

Whereas Members of Congress have petitioned Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright requesting that the Department of State do 
everything in its power to have Joanne Chesimard, and all other 
individuals who have fled the United States to avoid prosecution 
or confinement for criminal offenses and who are currently living 
freely in Cuba, returned to the United States in order for them 
to face prosecution or confinement in the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring). 

That it is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the Government of Cuba should return to the United 

States convicted murderer Joanne Chesimard in order for her 
to complete her life sentence for the murder of New Jersey 
State TVooper Werner Foerster; 

(2) the Government of Cuba should return to the United 
States all other individuals who have fled the United States 
to avoid prosecution or confinement for criminal offenses and 
who are currently living freely in Cuba in order for them 
to face prosecution or confinement in the United States; and 

(3) the return from Cuba to the United States of all individ­
uals who have fled the United States to avoid prosecution 
or confinement for criminal offenses and who are currently 
living in Cuba should be a top priority for the United States 
Government. 

Agreed to October 21, 1998. 

Oct. 21,1998 N E W TRIBES M I S S I O N — H O S T A G E CRISIS [H. Con. Res. 277] 
Whereas Mark Rich, David Mankins, and Rick Tenenoff of the 

Sanford, Florida, based New Tribes Mission were abducted on 
January 31, 1993, from the Kuna Indian village of Pucuro in 
the Darien Province of Panama; 
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Whereas the wives and children of these American citizens, Tania 
Rich (daughters—^Tamra and Jessica), Nancy Mankins (son— 
Chad, daughter—Sarah), and Patti TenenofF (son—Richard Lee 
III, daughters—Dora and Connie), have Hved the past 5 years 
without knowledge of the safety of these three men; 

Whereas Mark Rich, David Mankins, and Rick Tenenoff presently 
are believed to be the longest held United States hostages; 

Whereas this kidnapping represents a gross violation of the three 
missionaries' human rights and is not an isolated incident in 
Colombia where, since 1980, 83 innocent Americans have been 
held hostage by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) and the National Liberation Army (ELN); 

Whereas the FARC and the ELN guerrilla groups in Colombia 
have both been designated terrorist organizations by the Depart­
ment of State; 

Whereas Colombia is engaged in a high-level conflict with these 
guerrilla insurgency groups, a number of whom are protectorates 
of the deadly drug trade; 

Whereas the FARC has recently threatened officials of the United 
States Grovemment and kidnapped additional United States citi­
zens in Colombia; 

Whereas the region of Colombia where the three American mission­
aries are believed to be held is controlled not by the Colombian 
Government, but rather by the FARC; 

Whereas on December 9, 1997, the President of Colombia stated 
on an internationally televised episode of Larry King Live that 
the FARC "in some ways have admitted indirectly that they 
have the missionaries"; 

Whereas Human Rights Watch has stated that "The FARC has 
an obligation to unconditionally free the three missionaries, with 
all necessary guarantees" and Amnesty International has declared 
their "request that the FARC respect international humanitarian 
norms, guarantee the Ufe and physical safety of the missionaries 
and unconditionally free them and all other hostages"; 

Whereas congressional inquiries regarding the three missionaries 
have been made to United States Grovemment entities, including, 
the White House, the Department of State, the Department of 
Defense, the Department of Justice, and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation; 

Whereas congressional inquiries regarding the three missionaries 
have been made to Amnesty International, Pax Christi, His Holi­
ness the Pope John Paul II, and the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, which has provided assurances that their Colom­
bian delegation "is still actively working in favor of the missing 
members of the New Tribes Mission"; 

Whereas 58 Members of Congress and Senators signed letters to 
eight different heads of state, including Costa Rica, Mexico, 
Panama, Spain, Venezuela, Guatemala, Colombia, and Portugal, 
in attendance at the Iberian-American Conference in Venezuela 
in November of 1997, requesting any and all assistance in order 
to bring about a favorable outcome to this unfortunate event; 
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Whereas no official confirmation of life or death has been made 
by any United States Grovemment entity, nongovernmental 
organization, foreign government, or religious institution; 

Whereas the distinction between a "terrorist activity" and a 
"criminal activity" perpetrated on an American citizen traveling 
abroad should not be a limiting factor in terms of United States 
governmental investigation; and 

Whereas every consideration to safety and prudence regarding 
action by the United States Grovemment, foreign governments, 
nongovernmental organizations, international institutions, and 
other groups in this matter should be of the highest priority: 
Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring). 

That— 
(1) the President of the United States and his emissaries 

should raise the kidnapping of Mark Rich, David Mankins, 
and Rick TenenofF of the New Tribes Mission and other Amer­
ican victims in Colombia to all relevant foreign governments, 
nongovernmental organizations, and religious institutions at 
every opportunity until a favorable outcome is achieved; 

(2) the international community should encourage any and 
all groups believed to have information on this case to come 
forward to help the families of the kidnapped missionaries; 

(3) all appropriate information obtained by the United 
States Government, foreign governments, international institu­
tions, nongovernmental organizations, and religious institutions 
should be turned over in a timely basis to the New Tribes 
Mission crisis response team; 

(4) a copy of this resolution shall be transmitted to the 
President, the Secretary of State, the National Security Advisor, 
the Secretary of Defense, the Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, the Director of Central Intelligence, the Presi­
dent of the Republic of Costa Rica, the President of the United 
Mexican States, the President of the Republic of Panama, the 
King of Spain, the President of the Republic of Venezuela, 
the President of the Republic of Guatemala, the President 
of the Republic of Colombia, the President of the Republic 
of Portugal, and His Holiness Pope John Paul II; and 

(5) a copy of this resolution shall be transmitted to the 
New Tribes Mission, Amnesty International, Pax Christi, and 
the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

Agreed to October 21, 1998. 

Oct. 21,1998 E N R O L L M E N T CORRECTION—H.R. 3 9 1 0 [H. Con. Res. 351] 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring). 

That, in the enrollment of the bill (H.R. 3910) to authorize the 
Automobile National Heritage Area in the State of Michigan, and 
for other purposes, the Clerk of the House of Representatives shall 
strike section 406 and insert the following new section 406: 
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